Cruise Booking Timeline

Keep your cruise planning on track from months before departure to the week of your trip.
6–12 Months Before
☐ Book cruise (choose cabin type that fits family needs)
☐ Check passports (valid at least 6 months after trip)
☐ Begin flight tracking (look for best deals and connection times)
☐ Download cruise app (familiarize yourself with features)
☐ Research cruise itineraries (review ports, shore excursions, and onboard activities)
☐ Review cruise cancellation/refund policies
☐ Notify work/school (arrange vacation days, inform teachers if needed)
☐ Start budgeting (include tips, excursions, souvenirs, and onboard purchases)
3–6 Months Before
☐ Book flights and hotels (align with cruise schedule)
☐ Determine hotel and port transportation (airport to hotel, hotel to port)
☐ Purchase travel insurance (health, trip cancellation, lost luggage)
☐ Reserve special dining or onboard experiences
☐ Arrange any vaccinations or medical prep (depending on destination)
☐ Begin planning packing list (especially for kids’ needs)
☐ Research and prioritize excursions (note which require early booking)
1 Month Before
☐ Online check-in (enter passport info, select seating if needed)
☐ Book excursions and kids clubs (confirm age/height requirements)
☐ Make copies of passports/documents (keep digital and paper copies)
☐ Confirm travel insurance details (coverage limits and contact info)
☐ Check weather and plan clothing (swimwear, layers, formal nights)
☐ Arrange pet care or home care (confirm dates and instructions)
1 Week Before
☐ Print documents (boarding passes, hotel confirmations, excursion tickets)
☐ Confirm sitters and transportation (double-check pickup/drop-off times)
☐ Pack suitcases and carry-ons (include family essentials, cabin must-haves, and extras)
☐ Charge electronics and pack chargers (phones, tablets, cameras, e-readers)
☐ Set timers for lights/security (home safety while away)
☐ Double-check instructions for kids’ clubs/excursions (any special notes or permissions)
☐ Notify bank/credit cards of travel (prevent declined transactions abroad)
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